Lab #1: Letter e
The letter e is a great way to learn how a microscope works. In this lab you will set up your microscope and view what a simple letter e cut out from a piece of paper looks like. First let's examine the letter e with your naked eye and through a hand lens. Draw what you see in the circles below:
Naked Eye Hand Lens
Unpack your microscope and place it on a flat desk or tabletop. Stop now and listen while your teacher shows you the following items on your microscope: (If your instructor wants you to make your own letter e slide, then you will receive a supplemental set of instructions to follow.)
• Turn on the light by rotating the mirror system so that the small penlight is facing upwards, toward the sample. You will need to snap the illuminator into position in the bracket so that the light turns on.
• Focus on the letter e using the large black focusing knob.
Draw what you see in the circle below. Try using the medium objective. After
focusing, draw what you see. Vacuole: Waste product storage location for the cell.
